
 Christian County Commission 100 West Church St, Room 100 

  Ozark, MO  65721 

 October Term http://ChristianCountyMO.iqm2.com 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, December 31, 2015 9:00 AM The Christian County Courthouse 

I. Convene 

 The meeting was called to order at 9:10 AM by Presiding Commissioner Ray Weter 

A. Roll Call 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Ray Weter Presiding Commissioner Present 9:10 AM 

Bill Barnett Western Commissioner Present 9:10 AM 

Sue Ann Childers Eastern Commissioner Present 9:10 AM 

Nikki Thiessen Assistant Present 9:10 AM 

Ashley Hannah Secretary Present 9:10 AM 

II. Agenda 

Motion/Vote - 9:12 AM Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Approve Agenda 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Treasurer Karen 
Matthews, Clint Ellingsworth, and Mrs. Clint Ellingsworth. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the agenda for 
December 31, 2015. 

 

Treasurer Karen Matthews submitted a list of documents destroyed by the Treasurer's 
office to be recorded in the minutes. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:15 AM Kay Brown-Christian County Clerk 
Minutes & Financials Approval -  Approve Minutes and Financials 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Clint Ellingsworth, Mrs. 
Clint Ellingsworth, and Treasurer Karen Matthews. 

 

No minutes to approve. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to table the approval of financials 
until the Transfer to COLE documents are provided by the Auditor. 

RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
Motion to Resume Discussion of Financials 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to resume discussion of financials.   

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Ray Weter, Presiding Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett 

ABSENT: Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
Transfer to Cole 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, County Clerk Kay Brown, 
and Auditor Lacey Hart. 

 

Certified Court Order 12-31-15-01-A contains a typographical error, preventing a vote.  
County Clerk Kay Brown will be bring a corrected court order. 

 

Corrected Certified Court Order 12-31-15-01-B, transfer in $200,000 from L.E.S.T fund to 
COLE fund.   

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Ray Weter, Presiding Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett 

ABSENT: Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:20 AM Christian County Commission and Fremont Hills 
Discussion -  IGA Building Inspection 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Clint Ellingsworth, Mrs. 
Clint Ellingsworth, and PND Administrator Todd Wiesehan. 
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IGA between Christian County and City of Fremont Hills to provide building inspection 
services for the city.  This is a renewal of the current agreement.  County Counselor John 
Housley has approved the document which is updated to include the recently adopted 
building codes. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to renew the IGA between 
Christian County and City of Fremont Hills. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:25 AM Todd Weisehan-Planning and Development 
Right of Way Dedication -  Right of Way Dedication-Crabapple Rd-Selmore Special 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Clint Ellingsworth, Mrs. 
Clint Ellingsworth, and PND Administrator Todd Wiesehan. 

 

Lynette Bryant, owner of real property on Crabapple Road in the Selmore Special Road 
District has executed a Right of Way deed to Christian County. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the Right of Way documents and all documents were in order. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the Right of Way 
dedication at Crabapple Road. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:31 AM Kenny Coates-Building Maintenance 
Discussion -  Water Heater and Water Softner Bid Questions-Draper Plumbing 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Bob Rubino, Supervisor 
Kenny Coates, Supervisor Richard Teague, Tim Draper, and Brad Jackson. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter verified that the formal agreement presented to the 
Commission is the same as the initial bid discussion. 
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Commissioner Childers asked about the terms of the warranty.  Mr. Draper explained 
the warranty terms and the service agreement. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked Mr. Draper to have Chem Aqua create a contract 
for the water softener tanks to present to the Commission to review.  Agreement would 
then need to be presented to the County Counselor for approval before water softener 
contract can be accepted. 

 

Mr. Draper said that once the agreement was approved, it would take approximately six 
weeks to install the water softener.  Installation of the piping for the water heaters 
could begin within two weeks, but the installation of the water heaters would have to 
wait until the softeners are installed. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to accept the bid on the water 
heater and the installation. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:45 AM Brad Jackson-Citizen 
Discussion -  Chapter 353 Tax Abatement 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Bob Rubino, Brad Jackson, 
Assessor Danny Gray, and Amber Duran. 

 

Mr. Gray presented the details of two court orders for two parcels.   

 

First parcel: Previous assessment of parcel 11-0.6-23-03-027-03.002 was $119, 017, 
current assessment value is zero.   

 

Second parcel: Previous assessment of parcel 11-0.6-23-003-027-003.000 was $20,630, 
current assessment value is $8,290. 

 

Mr. Gray said the City of Ozark has approved the tax abatement.  County Commission's 
role is to validate the city's action. 

 

Mr. Jackson had no comments. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to sign off on the Chapter 353 tax 
abatement. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:00 AM Brad Cole-Christian County Sheriff 
Bid Opening -  Bid Opening-Removing Police Equipment from Sheriff's Vehicles 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Sheriff Brad Cole, and Bob 
Rubino. 

 

Bid opening for provider of services to remove police equipment from Sheriff's vehicles.  
The Commission reviewed one bid. 

 

Nroute Enterprises presented bid for $185.00 per vehicle for equipment removal.  
Sheriff Cole reviewed the documents and recommended the Commission approve the 
bid. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to accept the bid for removal of 
police equipment. 

 

Bob Rubino asked Mr. Cole if the bid specified that the wiring be removed from the 
vehicles and not just cut.   Answer: Yes, it was specified that the wiring will be removed. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:15 AM Barb Stillings-Christian County Circuit Clerk 
Bid Opening -  Bid Opening-Document Imaging Service 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Barb Stillings, and Amy 
Fite. 

 

Bid opening for provider of Document Imaging Service.  The Commission reviewed one 
bid. 
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American Micro Company presented bid.  The bid contained individual fees for different 
services. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter asked Ms. Stillings if she would need time to review the 
bid. 

 

Ms. Stillings said that American Micro Company is the current provider of services.  She 
is satisfied and recommends that the Commission accept the bid.  She will select the 
services that best fit her needs within her budget. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to accept bid from American Micro 
Company.   

 

Commissioners initialed the agreement. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:30 AM Amy Fite-Christian County Prosecuter 
Discussion -  Annual Report 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Amber Duran, County 
Prosecutor Amy Fite, and Judge Craig Carter. 

 

Ms. Fite presented the annual report for 2015 to the Commission.  She is pleased with 
the operation of her office and the commitment of her staff and the services they 
provide to the citizens of Christian County.  

 

The prosecutor's office saw an increase in felony charges for 2015.  Most offenses are 
drug related.  Ms. Fite said the offic e has also seen an increase in complex serious 
crimes.   

 (Crimes against children are up, then crimes against adult, then property and tax,)  

 

The office received an increase in the total of charges referred from law enforcement.  
Of the 5,700 referrals, only 622 were refused by the prosecutor's office.   
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Twenty-fifteen saw an increase in dispositions.  A total of 2,436 counts where a 
defendant pled guilty. Twenty-seven counts heard by a court with resulted in a 
combination of guilty and not guilty verdicts.  There were 1,400 other dispositions which 
were handled in a variety of other manners.   

 

In 2015, there was a decline in bad checks collected and restitution to victims.  This is 
attributed to a decrease in complaints due to decrease in check usage.  In turn, the 
prosecutor is seeing an increase in credit card fraud.   

 

In 2015, $202,228 was collected in restitution, which does not include the money 
collected on bad checks.  This amount is less than prior years, however, since 2011, $1.1 
million has been collected for victims. 

 

Over $200,000 has been collected on delinquent taxes.  This is a decrease due to the 
amnesty granted in 2015 by the state where fees and penalties were waived.  Since 
2011, $1 million has been collected. 

 

Ms. Fite said a total of $2.5 million has been collected for victims since 2011. 

 

In 2015, 122 search warrants were reviewed.  Ms. Fite said many search warrants are 
reviewed at 2 or 3 a.m. so that number is likely under-reported. 

 

Preliminary hearings saw a slight increase in 2015 from the prior year.  Of the total, only 
five counts were not bound over for trial.   

 

There were 509 motions to revoke probation which was a significant increase over prior 
years. 

 

The number of referrals for child support has stayed the same from years past. 

 

Presiding Commissoner Weter asked Ms. Fite if they were operating with a full staff.  
Answer: She said they have a vacancy in the Investigators position, which has been 
unfilled for a while.  This is a joint position, shared with the Sheriff's office.  They plan to 
begin interviews to fill that position soon.  Her other vacancy, the Assistant Prosecutor 
position that was vacated in December 2015 has been filled.  The new Assistant 
Prosecutor is expected in March 2016. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter commended Ms. Fite on her quality work and attention 
to detail.   

 

III. Adjournment 

 The meeting was closed at 1:50 PM 
Motion/Vote -    
Adjourn 
The County Commission has completed the scheduled meeting for today and will 
resume session January 4, 2016. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Ray Weter, Presiding Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett 

ABSENT: Sue Ann Childers 

 

 
Presiding Commissioner, Ray Weter 

 
Western Commissioner, Bill Barnett 
 

 
Sue Ann Childers 
 

Eastern Commissioner, Sue Ann Childers 
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